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It is once again time for the GOCHA’s annual membership drive and I invite 

all of our canyon’s 700+ households to join or renew your memberships.    
The City continues to be putting forward projects, such as a power plant, and 
an anaerobic digestion system to prolong the life of the landfill,  which will 
adversely impact the lives of all canyon residents. Your help and support is 

vital in helping us block  these efforts.  Our legal costs in fighting the proposed expansion of 
the landfill are increasing.  Please consider making an extra donation to offset these expens-
es. You can indicate this on the enclosed membership form. Thank you!  
 

This Issue covers a number of topics. Please take a look at the 2018 Calendar of Events on 
page 2 and we hope you can join us at these annual canyon gatherings. Gerry Rankin has 
written a very informative article (p. 3) about the Grayson Power Plant, concerns regarding 
the proposal to rebuild it and how it  as well as the proposed power plant at the landfill 
would affect us in Glenoaks Canyon.  Speaking of the proposed power plant in Glenoaks Can-
yon, very soon we will have an opportunity to express our concerns about at an upcoming 
public hearing. For more information, please see the public hearing announcement on page 
2.  Isabelle Meyer’s article on page 5 offers excellent tips on how to prepare for a wildfire 
should we face one here in the canyon. Once again, our bus line in the canyon is under 
threat. Angie Vukos discusses this on page 5.  Finally, Gerry Rankin provides an update on the 
proposed project at 265 Edwards Place.  
 

Thanks for your support of GOCHA and for all you do to keep our canyon beautiful! 
 

Rick Marquis, Board President 
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Saturday, April 14th 
11:00 AM—1:00 PM       Glenoaks Park 

  
 

Saturday, May 5th 
Meet at Canyon Marker, 9:00 AM 

Wednesday, September 12th 
7:30 TO 9:00 PM,  Clubhouse, Glenoaks Park 

 

Saturday, October 13th 
8:00 AM– 11:00 AM, Clubhouse, Glenoaks Park 

Contact information for Glendale City Council: 
           Vartan Gharpetian, Mayor 
  vgharpetian@glendaleca.gov 
           Paula Devine  pdevine@glendaleca.gov 
           Zareh Sinanyan   zsinanyan@glendaleca.gov 
           Ara Najarian  anajarian@glendaleca.gov 
           Vreg Agajanian  vagajanian@glendaleca.gov 
613 E. Broadway 
Glendale, CA 91206-4391             (818) 548-4844 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND) FOR 

THE SCHOLL CANYON POWER PLANT* 
~ 

According to Dennis Joe, the case planner for the 
MND, the public hearing for the Power Plant 
(*Biogas Regeneration Project) will take place in 
early February 2018.  Public hearings are generally 
on Wednesday evenings at 5:00 PM.  If you wish to 
speak at this hearing, speeches can be no longer 
than 3 minutes. If there are a lot of speakers, time 
will be reduced. It is important for all interested 
parties to attend this hearing to support the speak-
ers.   
 
It you wish to be notified of the hearing ten days in 
advance, please call Dennis Joe at (818) 937-8757 or 
email him at djoe@glendaleca.gov .  
 
For more information, please see Gerry Rankin’s ar-
ticle on the opposite page. 

mailto:vgharpetian@glendaleca.gov
mailto:pdevine@glendaleca.gov
mailto:zsinanyan@glendaleca.gov
mailto:anajarian@glendaleca.gov
mailto:vagajanian@glendaleca.gov
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Three elements the Grayson Draft EIR has failed to 
consider, yet are inextricably tied to it, are (1) the Draft 
EIR for the Scholl Canyon Landfill, which, although re-
leased to the public four years ago, has never been cer-
tified; (2) the proposed installation of the Biogas Re-
newable Generation Project at the Scholl Landfill, con-
sisting of four separate generators (which could easily 
be increased to more) to utilize methane gas from the 
Landfill to produce electric power. According to the 
plans formulated for the Grayson Repowering Project, 
the small power plant at the Landfill would be necessary 
because the generators currently converting the Landfill 
methane at Grayson would be torn down during the re-
building of the Grayson Plant;  (3) the addition of an 
Anaerobic Digestion Facility, which would convert or-
ganic waste into gas. The Anaerobic Digester would be 
located at Scholl adjacent to the power generators in 
the Biogas Renewable Generation Project. These latter 
two projects, (2) and (3), would effectively cause an ex-
pansion of the Landfill without actually having to expand 
its vertical or horizontal boundaries. 
 

These three elements must be included in any complete 
analysis of proposed future changes at the Grayson 
Power Plant.  The City claims that the addition of 
“Biogas” power plant and the Anaerobic Digester is nec-
essary to take care of methane gas that is naturally oc-
curring in the Landfill.  Otherwise this gas would have to 
be flared into the atmosphere during the years the new 
Grayson Power Plant is under construction.  Yet GWP 
concedes that one gas-fired turbine (Unit 9) at Grayson 
is still in excellent condition. Why not continue using 
Unit 9? Is the City going to junk it, too? No, of course 
not.  Why not bring the Landfill gas to Unit 9 via the 
completely serviceable pipeline that is currently being 
used?  Why does the City seem so anxious to tear out 
the pipeline that has, without incident, moved the me-
thane gas from Scholl Canyon to Grayson Power Plant 
for more than twenty years?  The City has provided no 
evidence to support comments that give the impression 
that the pipeline is defective and dangerous. Thus, 
there is no apparent reason why Unit 
9 should not remain available to burn 
Landfill gas that could continue to be 
delivered by that pipeline.   

(To read the article in its entirety, 

please visit www.glenoakscanyon.org.  -Editor)  

A Look at Glendale’s Biggest Issue –  
The Grayson Power Plant  

by Gerry Rankin 

The biggest issue before Glendale City Council right 
now is what to do about the Grayson Power Plant, 
something that directly affects the Scholl Canyon Land-
fill as well as Glenoaks Canyon residents.   Glendale 
Water and Power (GWP) has developed a proposal to 
replace the old gas-fired Grayson Power Plant with a 
new gas-powered plant.  It is called “Grayson Repow-
ering Project,” and it comes with an estimated price tag 
of $500 million. A draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) has been written to support the proposal. 
   

GWP may have thought that this proposal would slide 
by potential roadblocks during the Holiday Season, re-
ceiving the blessing of the City Council and perhaps 
even escaping the attention of the California Energy 
Commission on the grounds that it is  a mere repair job 
of an existing plant.  All seemed to be progressing well 
for GWP until Glendale College Professor of Econom-
ics, Dan Brotman, became concerned about the eco-
nomic viability of the plan as well as the fact that the 
proposed plant would rely on fossil fuel.  Using fossil 
fuel is in opposition to California’s goal to eliminate all 
gas-fired generation of electricity by 2050, replacing 
gas-fired generation of electricity with 100% renewable 
energy, thereby helping to reduce global warming.  
Dan Brotman’s concerns have been supported by City 
Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan, California State Sen-
ator Anthony Portantino, and Sierra Club’s Vice Presi-
dent Susana Reyes.  Portantino and Reyes combined 
to write a stinging critique of the Grayson proposal in 
the January 6-7, 2018, edition of the Glendale News 
Press.  
  

The Draft EIR for the Grayson Project states that Glen-
dale needs a local source of reliable energy because 
electricity transmission lines (on the grid) are not relia-
ble.  A failure of these lines could cause power outages 
during peak usage in the summer.  However, because 
the old Grayson Power Plant has been performing well 
below its original capacity, the City has been receiving 
electricity from outside of Glendale with no apparent 
problem.  Why, then, is it necessary to Repower Gray-
son?  

http://www.glenoakscanyon.org


 

 

Preparing for a Fire 
By Isabelle Meyer 

In view of the recent devastating fires, 
here are a few things canyon residents 
can do to prepare for a fast-moving 
fire in our canyon: 
 

1. Prepare a room-by-room evacuation 
list of irreplaceable items and keep empty boxes 
or laundry baskets handy for transporting them to 
the car. I use towels to cushion fragile items. Load 
up cars if a fire is anywhere near. DON’T WAIT 
FOR EVACUATION ORDER!!! Remember, with only 
ONE EXIT for 800 homes, the chance of gridlock 
on Glenoaks is real. 
 

2. In case of a fire in the area, move your vehicles 
off the street and into your driveway, facing out 
for quick evacuation. Clearing the small roads in 
the canyon for emergency vehicles is essential. 
 

3. Check your fire extinguishers to see if they are 
Kidde brand. If they have a black plastic handle 
(instead of metal) they may be part of a large re-
call. Call (888) 220-2075 or go 
to playtexproducts.com for a full refund or re-
placement. You will be asked to give the model 
number and serial number on the item. They can 
be tiny, so look for them beforehand. Don’t be 
caught unprepared with a fire extinguisher that 
will not work in an emergency. 
 

If you have any questions, you can reach me at  
(818) 242-4290  or at isabellebasel@bluewin.ch . 
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Bring this Ad in for a FREE 
Consultation & Screening 

1602 E. Chevy Chase Dr.  
(corner of Glenoaks and Chevy Chase) 

By appt. (818) 244-3960 

 is located 
at: 

Visit us at www.chernichchiropractic.com 
gchernich@sbcglobal.net 

tel:(888)%20220-2075
http://playtexproducts.com/
tel:(818)%20242-4290
mailto:isabellebasel@bluewin.ch


 Page 5 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

 

The GOCHA Board of Directors 
has been working with the 
Glendale City Council for many 
years in an effort to restore full 
Metro service on Line 201 to 

our canyon, i.e., to restore the one mile trip up Glen-
oaks Blvd. from Chevy Chase.  As it is now there are 
19 Metro trips to Chevy Chase and Glenoaks but only 
5 of them continue  into the canyon.  We are working 
to have all 19 trips continue into the canyon.  
 

Regular, dependable bus service is important for 
those without access to a car, for example, students, 
the elderly and those who simply do not own a vehi-
cle as well as for housecleaners and nurses who 
come to work in the canyon. It is a great convenience 
for us in the canyon to live near medical services at  
Glendale Adventist Hospital yet, as it is now,  there is 
a three hour wait between leaving the canyon and 
being able to return home via bus.  This long wait 
time for the return trip discourages using Metro ser-
vice at all. Because of low ridership, all bus service 
into the canyon may be cut.  
 
 

Even if you don’t ride the bus, we need your help in 
restoring this important public service for those who 
rely on it.  Please contact the Glendale City Council 
(info below)regarding the need to provide and retain 
full bus service to our canyon.  Please make mention 
in your letters that Metro Service is paid from county 
fund and there is no cost to the city of Glendale for 
this service.  Thank you for your attention to this very 
important matter. City Council Contact information is 
on page 2 of this issue. 

 Metro 201 Needs Your Help! 
By Angela Vukos 

Action at 265 Edwards Place  
by Gerry Rankin 

 
The property at 265 Edwards Place has been in the sight 
of developers almost continuously since 2003.  Two 
owners have tried to build there.  The latest owners 
(Peter Hatch and his wife Francesca Martinez) have 
been trying to get plans approved by the City since early 
2016.  They  have had two hearings before the Design 
Review Board already – Sept. 8, 2016, and June 8, 2017 
in which their plans were returned for redesign.  A new 
public hearing before the Board was set for Thursday, 
January 11, 2018, at the time of publication of this 
ECHO.  Difficulties include being set on a 57% slope in 
an awkwardly shaped configuration, being crammed 
between two existing houses and having very little ac-
cess to Edwards Place.  Designing an appropriate house 
for this property, which is actually two small lots 
attached together, takes considerable ingenuity, espe-
cially when, as in this case, the house is to be two sto-
ries, with 2672 square feet of living space.  Nearby resi-
dents on Edwards Place and Sleepy Hollow Terrace 
have fiercely resisted development through comments 
at public hearings, pointing out that the land is unstable 
as well as being intersected by a natural channel for 
storm runoff.  They have complained  that proposed 
house would be wedged too closely to the existing 
houses below and above the property, cutting off the 
view of the house above, and appearing as a massive, 
dominating structure in relation to the neighboring 
houses.  Members of the Design Review Board ruled 
that at least some of these complaints were justified 
and set forth conditions to resolve them.  The Board 
added other conditions, as well.  The January 11th hear-
ing will determine whether Mr. Hatch and his wife Mrs. 
Martinez have finally met the conditions of the Design 
Review Board, allowing construction to proceed. 



 Page 6 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

   

 


