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Dear Glenoaks Canyon Neighbors, 
 

Victory! At the March 21st Planning Commission Meeting,   after 4+ hours of presentations, public 
comments, and rebuttals to public comment,  the Planning Commission voted 2 to 1 to not approve 
the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Report. The Commission also recommended that an 
EIR Report be prepared.  I can't tell you how proud I was to be part of this impressive collective 
effort.  The Canyon residents are very lucky to have dedicated neighbors in their corner.  While this 
victory may only prolong the GWP's effort and they may very well appeal this decision to City Coun-
cil, we nonetheless collectively showed them that we are not going to rollover on whatever they 
want to do with our Canyon and Landfill.   
 

Thanks to so many of you who attended and participated in this hearing.   I know many of you spent 
countless hours in preparation.....and that preparation showed... VERY WELL DONE! Also, a special 
thanks to GOCHA Board Member Marie Freeman, who was the one who discovered that GWP 
was trying to secretly get this project approved behind our backs!  You can read a report on this 
meeting on page 4. Also in this issue please turn to page  3 to  read what another dedicated neigh-
bor, Krystina Castella,  is doing to help solve the traffic problems at Glenoaks School.  Get an update 
on proposed hillside houses in the canyon on page 5.  Finally, I hope to see you at the annual Dog 
Parade this year.  Many thanks to the Tharps for putting this on for us each year. 
 

Rick Marquis 
GOCHA President 

JOIN US FOR CLEAN UP DAY ON SAT. MAY 5th 
We’ll meet at the Marker at 9:00 AM. 

Please call (818) 242-5586 for more information. 
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2018 CANYON CALENDAR 
 

ANNUAL CANYON DOG PARADE 
Sat. April 14th 

11:00 AM—1:00 PM       Glenoaks Park 
 

 CANYON CLEAN UP DAY 
Saturday, May 5th 

Meet at Canyon Marker, 9:00 AM 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Wednesday, Sept. 12th 

7:30 - 9:00 pm Bridges Clubhouse, Park 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Saturday, Oct. 13th 

8:00 AM– 11:00 AM Bridges Clubhouse,  
Glenoaks Park 

 

GLENOAKS CANYON 
HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 

2018 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Board 
 

President          Rick Marquis…….216-4202 
Vice President   David Weeks……..662-0902 
Secretary     Claudia Sysock…..259-2651 
Treasurer     Angela Vukos…….247-2781 
 

Board Members 
 

Marie Freeman...………………....….500-1828 
Dan Kruse....................................971-653-7121 
Larry Meyer.........…………...............242-4290 
Joan Morris (Echo Editor)….………242-5586 
Gerald Rankin……………………….241-0450 
Mark Rothenberg...............................247-7400 
Mitchell Rubinstein (Webmaster)….507-9073 
Ken Salter…...……………………….455-6860 
Susan Vercelli………………………..378-7865 
Eileen Young………..……………….244-2398 
Rudy Zaveruka…………..………….247-5556 

ALL THAT TRAINING IS ABOUT TO 
PAY OFF ONCE AGAIN! 
Yes, it’s time for the 
Glenoaks Canyon Dog 
Parade!  As always, all 
dogs, all breeds are 
welcome to participate! 
Come for the parade - 
stay for the party!!  The 
festivities                    

                          include: 
  
☺ Pooch Parade. You and your fuzzy-
faced friend will participate  in the “Parade 
of Pooches.” Walk tail to nose with past 
and future champions.  
☺ Best Costume. Show off that cos-
tume that you and your dog have been 
working on all winter. You’ll model it in 
front of a panel of choosy judges! 
 
☺    Trick Contest. This is where you and 
your puppy’s smarts will be tested.  
Creativity, humor and originality will be es-
pecially rewarded.  
☺ Agility Course. The final event will 
measure your canine’s cunning, speed 
and strength, as you maneuver the bal-
ance beam, travel through the tunnel of 
terror and fly through the flags of fate!! 
Best time wins!  
While this is a “dog” event, we haven’t for-
gotten the rest of the litter! We’re offering 
refreshments and, of course, HOT DOGS!  
There will be treats for the pooches as 
well. See you there! 

 
Please don’t forget your leashes and  

plastic bags.  
SEE YOU AT GLENOAKS PARK AT 

11:00!! 

 

The 2018 Dog Parade is 

Just Around the Corner! 



 

Car Accidents    Knees and Shoulders 
 Runner Injuries  Sports Injuries  
 Headaches   Neck and Back Pain  
 Many Insurance  Convenient Hours 
   Plans Accepted 
 

 Chernick Chiropractic 
1602 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 

 
By Appt. (818) 244-3960 

Visit us at www.chernichchiropractic.com 
gchernich@sbcglobal.net 
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As all Glenoaks Canyon residents know, driving 
on Glenoaks Blvd. between 8:00 and 8:15 AM is 
not a pleasant experience. Because so many stu-
dents live outside the canyon, the intersection at 
Waltonia and Glenoaks is treacherous as drivers 
jockey in line to make  U-turns  One canyon resi-
dent, Krystina Castella, has had three frightening 
experiences crossing the street there while walk-
ing her son to school. Reckless drivers have U-
turned in front of her, U-turned behind her and 
once she was pinned between two cars trying to 
make a U turn at the same time.  After each ex-
perience she contacted Glendale’s traffic depart-
ment and, after an investigation, they too agree 
that there is a problem. On Wed. Feb. 28th , 

Traffic Engineers and a police department  repre-
sentative met with parents, neighbors, school 
personnel at Glenoaks School where they pre-
sented three possible solutions: (Option 1) plac-
ing a planter in Glenoaks Blvd. to prevent illegal 
turns; (Option 2) a no left turn signal a Waltonia 
so drivers will make a left turn at Elvina and    
circle around the block to Hollister and back 
again to Glenoaks; and (Option 3) a traffic circle 
at Waltonia and Glenoaks (their recommenda-
tion). Those in attendance suggested additional        
ideas  including: (1) hiring an additional crossing 
guard, (2) having a drop off zone on Mt. Carmel 
for families driving to the school from outside 
the canyon so that they would not need to enter 
the canyon and (3) creating two traffic circles 
among other options.   The Traffic Department 
will study all options and will return later in the 
year.  Meanwhile, Ms. Castella suggests that the 
principal of Glenoaks, the Glenoaks PTA, the 
Glenoaks Foundation and GOCHA submit state-
ments to state their positions so that all groups 
can weigh in on the situation.  She will submit 
them to city and would like them to be sent to 
her at kcastella@msn.com  by April 20th. 

Solving Traffic Concerns at  

Glenoaks Elementary 

Bring this Ad in for a FREE 
Consultation & Screening 

mailto:kcstella@msn.com
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Approximately 150 people, including many from Glenoaks 
Canyon, attended the Planning Commission Meeting on Wed. 
March 21st.  On the agenda: approval of the Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration (MND) for the Biogas Renewable Generation 
Project, i.e., power plant, to be built on the Scholl Canyon 
Landfill.  The proposed project is to be constructed by Stan-
tec, the same group who wrote the Mitigated Negative Decla-
ration for the Project and also who responded to all of the 
public comments that were submitted.   After their remarks, 
the public had an opportunity to make 3 minute comments. At 
least 30 people came to the podium to make comments, in-
cluding speaker from Glenoaks Canyon, the Glendale Coali-
tion, Eagle Rock including a representative from Councilman 
Jose Huisar’s office as well as the president of the Linda Vista 
HOA in Pasadena.  These comments covered a variety of 
topics including concerns about air quality, fire danger, prox-
imity to the earthquake fault, noise, cost, health concerns, 
increased traffic, the need to close the landfill, expansion of 
the landfill including the installation of the Anaerobic Digestion 
System at the landfill.  Also discussed was how the MND did 
not show the power plant’s relationship with the Grayson Re-
powering Project which is a violation of the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines as the project was be-
ing “piecemealed” by not examining the environmental haz-
ards as a whole. This was given as evidence that an Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR) should have been prepared for 
this project. Speakers also mentioned that an Environmental 
Impact Report was needed as it would discuss alternative 
projects, perhaps projects that would not be placed at the 
landfill and near so many sensitive receptors (schools, parks, 
colleges, etc.)   After all comments were made, Stantec had 
an opportunity to address comments and then commissioners 
asked Stantec for clarification about comments.  The three 
commissioners then voted on whether to approve or deny the 
Mitigated Negative Declaration.  All three commissioners 
complimented Stantec on their professional and competent 
presentation, expressed their belief that the MND was ade-
quate, however, two agreed with many speakers that the 
MND did not present viable alternatives so, in a two to one 
vote, the MND was not approved and Stantec was asked to 
create an Environmental Impact Report for this project.  Com-
missioners went on to say that comments from the community 
showed that more trust is needed in city government and that 
even though many comments were “demonstrably false, resi-
dents matter more.”  This is a victory for those opposed to the 
Biogas Project; however, the battle is far from won.  GWP 
may appeal this decision to City Council.  Stay tuned! 

  
Planning Commission Votes to Not Approve 

MND for Biogas Plant 
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Plans for Three New Hillside Houses  
Move Forward 

  
by Gerry Rankin 

 

Three hillside projects in Glenoaks Canyon have been before the City 
Design Review Board recently.  All three involve plans for approximately 
3,000 sq. ft. houses on steep slopes near undeveloped land.  All three 
locations have had long histories as potential sites for new houses, have 
dealt with issues raised by both neighbors and the Design Review 
Board, including steepness of the building sites as well as the stability of 
the land in terms of storm drainage and seismic events.  It seems the 
developers have, thus far, failed to submit current soils or geotechnical 
reports.  The Design Review Board, however, has conditionally ap-
proved the plans for the project on Sleepy Hollow Drive and Edwards 
Place and only the Gardner Place proposal has been returned for rede-
sign.   
 

2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive:  The proposed plans for 2580 Sleepy Hol-
low Drive received the green light from the Design Review Board, but 
with several important conditions: the dirt extension of Sleepy Hollow 
Drive must be widened to 20 feet and otherwise improved along the full 
length of the border between the road and the property under develop-
ment.  A turn-around for fire trucks must be built at the end of the prop-
erty to be located on the ridgeline.  Although previously the Fire Depart-
ment required the road to be paved and the locked gate be removed, 
now the gate can remain but we don’t yet know if the road must be 
paved.   
 

The new revision will make the house more conspicuous to its neigh-
bors revealing that it clearly extends into an area that has never been 
developed before.  The fear that has spooked neighbors in the Sleepy 
Hollow area is that such a house would be a signal to developers that 
the ridge between Glenoaks Canyon and Eagle Rock would now be 
open for multiple developments rather than be saved to serve as part of 
a proposed National Recreation Area. 
 

265 Edwards Place:  With regard to 265 Edwards Place, the stability of 
the land has been the most serious problem plaguing several potential 
builders at this site since at least 2003.  Floodwater from one of the 
recent storms in this March has carved out two parallel chasms in the 
middle of the Edwards Place property, stacking up a heap of dirt and 
rocks against the fence of the house immediately below the proposed 
house.  Whether this event will influence the final decision to permit 
construction of the project apparently will be in the hands of either the 
City’s Public Works Department or the Building Safety Department.  We 
have been informed that the issue of land stability at 265 Edwards Place 
has been referred to those two departments.  Another issue relating to 
the Edwards Place project is the bulk of the proposed two-story house, 
which appears to be three stories high due to the steepness of the lot.  
Story poles raised for the project indicate that the view of an existing 
house directly above the project would be blocked. 
 

2413 Gardner Place:  As for the Gardner Place proposal, the recent 
public hearing revealed that members of the Design Review Board were 
dissatisfied with the accuracy of   submitted plans, particularly that the 
planned size of the house seemed to be inconsistent with the size of the 
lot.  Substantially more cutting into the hillside than shown by the plans 
would likely be required if the property were to adequately support a 
house of that size.  
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