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For those in LosAngeles County living in wildfire prone areas, fire danger is always present.
Wildland fires destroy hundreds of homes each year, but there are ways to help protect your
home in case a fire were to occur around it. The Los Angeles County Fire Department has put
together some helpful tips on how to keep your home safe from dangerous wildfires.

Tips for Fire-safe Landscaping
Being prepared by practicing fire-safe landscaping before a
lire begins is extremely important to save your home from any
damage that may occur if a fire gets dangerously close to your
home. Here are a few tips to protect your home from fire:

• C r e a t e  a defensible space perimeter by thinning trees
and brush within 30 feet around your home.

• B e y o n d  30 feet, remove
dead wood, debris and low
tree branches.

• E l im ina te  small trees and
plants growing under trees.
They allow ground fires to
jump into tree crowns.

• P l a c e  shrubs at least 20 feet from structures and prune
regularly.

• P l a n t  the most drought-tolerant vegetation within three
feet of your home and adjacent to structures to prevent
ignition.

• P rov ide  at least 10 to 15 foot separations between is-
lands of shrubs and plant groups to effectively break up
continuity of vegetation.

• Landscape your property with fire-resistant plants and
vegetation to prevent fire from spreading quickly.

• C r e a t e  fire-safe zones with stone walls, patios, swimming
pools, deck and roadways.

• K e e p  plants green during the dry season; this will serve
as a "green belt" and protection against fire.

• S t o r e  flammable materials,
liquids and solvents in metal
containers outside the home at
least 30 feet away from struc-
tures and wooden fences.

• S t a c k  firewood at least 30 feet away from your home.

• F i n d  out about the fire history within your neighborhood
and make sure you're clear about your property's
boundaries and contours.

• C l e a n  up dead trees and shrubs surrounding your home.
If a fire does beak out near your home, dead vegetation
can act as pure fuel for a fire.

• T h e r e  is no such thing as a "fireproof" plant. Some plants
that can resist ignition are rockrose, iceplant, and aloe.

• Hardwood, Maple, Poplar, and Cherry trees are less
flammable than pine and fir trees. I f  possible, plant less
flammable trees around your property,

• S p a c e  trees 30 feet apart and prune to a height of eight to
ten feet.

• T r i m  grass on a regular basis up to 100 feet surrounding
your home.

For more helpful tips, follow us
on Facebook and Twitter

nFacebook.com/LACoFD
4 Twitter.com/LACo_FD


